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CALL TO ORDER
The meeting is called to order at 18:37.

EXECUTIVE UPDATE

Shepherd welcomes attendees and introduces the executive committee. He provides an overview of
the work of the UTSU over the past year, and encourages members to attend commission meetings.
He provides an overview of the commissions and their priorities and work for the year. He states that
services have expanded, and discusses the Winter Week of Welcome. He invites members to attend
the XAO Speaker series and other events. He provides an overview of the Ancillary Fee Review and
its purpose. He provides an overview of the Campus Food Services. He gives a brief overview of the
Annual Report. Opens the floor to questions.

MOTION Moved: G. Guo Seconded: Sumra

Be it resolved that debate be limited to two speakers in favour and two speakers against, with two
minutes for each speaker.

DEFEATED

MOTION Moved: P. Bogdanova Seconded: Lau
Be it resolved that motion 16 be moved to before motion one.

DEFEATED

OLD BUSINESS

2012 AGM - 01: APPROVAL OF MINUTES

MOTION Moved: S. Shepherd Seconded: C. Scott

DISCUSSION

CARRIED

2012 AGM - 02: RECEIPT OF THE 2011-2012 AUDITED FINANCIAL STATEMENTS

MOTION Moved: S. Shepherd Seconded: C. Scott

DISCUSSION
The auditor provides an overview of the audited statements.

CARRIED

2012 AGM -03: APPROVAL OF UTSU BYLAW CHANGES

MOTION Moved: S. Shepherd Seconded: C. Scott

DISCUSSION
C. Scott provides an overview of the changes within the Bylaw package.
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CARRIED

4. NEW BUSINESS - CONSIDERATION OF MOTIONS DULY SERVED

2013 SGM -01: MOTION TO OPPOSE UNPAID INTERNSHIPS & TRAINING PROGRAMS
10 minutes Moved: E. Henry Seconded: Shihipar

DISCUSSION

Henry states that her experience with internships drove her to write the motion. She
states it is unfair that young workers are being asked to do work for free. She states
that sometimes it is even illegal. She states that internships are not leading to paying
jobs in our fields, but are contributing to youth unemployment.

Nautison states that while he agrees that it is unfair, it is an important part of building
experience in the workforce. He states there are not enough paid internships, which
will diminish the amount of. He states that it is a matter of student choice, and that it is
not mandatory to do unpaid internships.

Barrett states he is in favour of the motion. Wage laws outline how people should be
paid, and that it is really important to expose internships as exploitation that they are.

Sajjad states he is in favour. States that the corporatization and privatization of
education has an effect on students, including a rise in unpaid internships. She states
that the Ministry of Training, Colleges and Universities tried to enshrine this in
universities through a white paper published this year.

Baig clarifies that the result of the motion being passed would be to allow the union to
advocate and raise awareness.

Korfman states that he doesn’t see the point in putting money towards advocacy
against unpaid internships. He states that unpaid internships are learning experiences.
He states that those who don't like it shouldn’t apply.

Chauvin- Smith states that this is the first step to reducing the number of unpaid
internships. We have to demand change in order for the business community to
comply.

MOTION TO EXTEND THE SPEAKER’S LIST
Moved: Kendle Seconded: S. Qidway

DEFEATED
MAIN MOTION CARRIED

2013 SGM -02: MOTION TO EXAMINE WINTER RESIDENCE FEES
10 minutes Moved: L. Annadavara Seconded: Sajjad

DISCUSSION

MOTION TO CALL THE QUESTION
Moved: Robinson Seconded: Sajjad



MINUTES

Special General Meeting of the University of Toronto Students’ Union
Tuesday, February 5, 2013 | 18:00 | JUR Macleod Auditorium, MS 2158

2013 SGM - 03:
10 minutes

2013 SGM - 04:

10 minutes

CARRIED
MAIN MOTION CARRIED

MOTION TO INVESTIGATE ADDITIONAL MULTIFAITH SPACE
Moved: |I. Cheema Seconded: Hashim

DISCUSSION

Hashim states that there are no multi-faith spaces around King's College Circle nor in
or around Gerstein library. He states that multi-faith spaces on campus are closed on
weekends, and that it is a vital importance that there is space to pray, meditate and
relax during studying. He states that additional space will help reduce students praying
in stacks or looking for spaces on campus to pray.

MOTION TO CALL THE QUESTION
Moved: Robinson Seconded: Youssef
CARRIED

MAIN MOTION CARRIED

MOTION TO CONDEMN AND TAKE ACTION AGAINST “A VOICE FOR
MEN”
Moved: C. Scott Seconded: A. Charney

DISCUSSION

Scott states that there has been harassment and violence experienced by students by
the owners of the website ‘avoiceformen.com’. He states that other students have
been frightened away from speaking about this issue.

Quenneville states that she opposes misogyny but is opposed to the motion. She
states that feminists should not block doors or call people scum or use profane
language. She states that the men who ran the Men’s Rights event on November 16
were likely misogynists and that the views spoken there were disgusting. She states
that she is more afraid to be a feminist because of the way that the students’ union is
coming out against avoiceformen.com. She states that this motion will cause a
backlash against feminists and that she speaks opposed to the motion.

Williams, W. states that he was at the Men’s Rights event on November 16. He states
that he must condemn avoiceformen.com. He states that actions taken by protesters
were regrettable and unbecoming of students of this university. He states that the
feminist movement was tainted by the protesters. He states that the website
avoiceformen.com attacked specific students at the university. He states that the
owners of the website sunk to the level of the protesters outside the event. He states
that students have no choice but to condemn the website, its owners and to hold a
townhall. He states that avoiceformen.com is not approaching this in a mature manner.
He states that we should not “do nothing”.

MOTION TO CALL THE QUESTION
Moved: Tanoli Seconded: Mugal
DEFEATED
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2013 SGM - 05:

10 minutes

2013 SGM - 06:

10 minutes

Ostenson states that he understands why people are upset about avoiceformen.com.
He states that campus police were not called to “repress” protesters of the event. He
states that the campus police dealt with the situation very fairly. He states that the
protesters were the ones repressing free speech. He states that Dr. Warren Farrell is
well-respected by feminists and was once himself a feminist. He states that he is not a
misogynist and does not hate women. He states that we should not condemn people
based on a divergence of opinion. He states that everyone should vote against this
motion.

Pardo, A. states that avoiceformen.com has been very violent. They have likened
women to Nazi Germany and the Taliban. She states that she is afraid to speak about
this publicly, but refuses to be silenced.

Gomes states that he condemns the event that took place. He states he watched a
video of protesters at the event, and that the actions of the protesters were disturbing.
He states that the protesters harassed attendees and the police, and that some of
what they said sank to the level of the misogynistic speaker

MOTION TO EXTEND THE DISCUSSION BY FIVE MINUTES
Moved: Tavoosi Seconded: Chiou
DEFEATED

MAIN MOTION CARRIED

MOTION TO HOST A CLUBS TOWN HALL AND TO CREATE A CLUBS

BOX OFFICE
Moved: S. Parkinson Seconded: D. Chauvin-Smith

DISCUSSION

Parkinson states that it is important for the UTSU Executive Committee to talk to club
executive members. States that it is difficult to coordinate office hours to sell tickets.
The UTSU is central, and it is important to help with ticket sales.

T. Prammanick states that she supports the idea. A clubs town hall could help to bring
campus together. From a social perspective it is a great idea.

MOTION TO CALL THE QUESTION
Moved: Burashi Seconded: Burger
CARRIED

MAIN MOTION CARRIED

MOTION TO ELIMINATE THE USE OF STYROFOAM FOOD

CONTAINERS ON CAMPUS
Moved: A. Raja Seconded: Burger

DISCUSSION

Raja states that the intention is to raise awareness of sustainable environmental
practices on campus.
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2013 SGM - 07:

10 minutes

2013 SGM - 08:
10 minutes

MOTION TO LIMIT DEBATE TO TWO MINUTES PER SPEAKER
Moved: Sajjad Seconded: Guo
CARRIED

Moore states that there are alternatives to Styrofoam containers. States that it can
cause health complications for workers. States that we should be aware of potential
issues, and that it should be kept in mind.

MOTION TO AMEND
Moved: Cudjoe Seconded: Raja

Be it resolved that a clause be added that states:
“Be it further resolved that the UTSU investigate sustainable alternatives to Styrofoam
and plastic containers used on campus”.

CARRIED

Warnica states that we should look into relabeling Styrofoam.

Tavoosi states she supports the motion. States that those on campus who are
environmentally conscious are limited by the choices available to them. States that
Robarts implemented a good system.

Huynh states that he agrees with the intent of the motion, but that alternatives can be
harmful and that needs to be considered. States that we need to ensure we have
infrastructure available if we eliminate Styrofoam containers on campus. States that
Styrofoam can be recycled. States that the wording should be reconsidered.

Said states that Styrofoam containers make a lot of waste and that it is our collective
responsibility to do something about this.

Shah states that we need to find sustainable alternatives to Styrofoam containers.
States that recyclables need to be relabeled to include Styrofoam.

MAIN MOTION CARRIED

MOTION TO INCLUDE PRESIDENT’S ADDRESS AND MEMBERS’

FORUM AT AGM
Moved: J. Ding Seconded: C. Scott

DISCUSSION

MOTION TO CALL THE QUESTION
Moved: Robinson Seconded: Julian
CARRIED

MAIN MOTION CARRIED

MOTION TO ENDORSE IDLE NO MORE
Moved: S. Gobért Seconded: Bhatt
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2013 SGM - 09:
10 minutes

2013 SGM - 10:
10 minutes

DISCUSSION

Sajjad states that Gobért could not be there due to a death in the family. States that
Idle No More is a huge movement in Canada. States that Bill C-45 made changes to
many acts that affect indigenous people, but without the involvement of first nations
communities. He states that treaties should be respected and that we are all treaty
people.

Cowan states that he doesn’t have issue with this being an important issue, but it has
nothing to do with UofT, so it is not practical or relevant to students at UofT. He states
that when a union endorses for or against federal issues, it divides the campus. He
states that it is not necessary for the UTSU to take a stance on a federal issue.

Chauvin-Smith states the issue is relevant to people at UofT. states that the Post-
Secondary Student Support Program that provides funds for status indigenous people
to attend post-secondary education is underfunded. States that it is about respecting
treaty rights, and that extends beyond land claims and navigable waters.

Korffman states that it is a politicized issue, and that a students’ union should not go
against a group of students who might take issue with this particular federal issue.
States that it’s the union’s job to promote discussion through clubs funding. States that
it is not the union’s job to have these debates, and our money is best spent promoting
groups which already do this work on campus.

Baig states that it is important that we take a principled stance. States that the UTSU’s
mandate states that our purpose isn’t just limited to events, but extends to issues of
equity and marginalization both on campus and in society. States that part of our
mandate is to advocate for those who face marginalization. States it is part of our
mandate to work towards a society who values the lives of all members.

MOTION TO EXTEND DEBATE FOR 7 MINUTES
Moved: Fullerton Seconded: Burger
DEFEATED

MAIN MOTION CARRIED

MOTION TO EXTEND AGM NOTICE REQUIREMENTS
Moved: J. Ding Seconded: C. Scott

DISCUSSION
Coleman states that the new Canada Not-for-proft Corporations Act, this will be a
requirement. He states that it will increase turnout at AGM meetings.

MOTION TO CALL THE QUESTION
Moved: Gomes Seconded: Chauvin-Smith
CARRIED

MAIN MOTION CARRIED

MOTION TO PROVIDE NOTICE AND SET DEADLINE FOR AGM ITEMS
Moved: J. Ding Seconded: C. Scott
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10 minutes

2013 SGM - 12:
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DISCUSSION
Scott states that the motion would set forth guidelines in terms of when agenda items
are due. This currently is not included within our bylaws.

CARRIED

MOTION TO LOBBY FOR INCREASED STUDENT REPRESENTATION IN
UNIVERSITY GOVERNANCE AND TO INCREASE TRI-CAMPUS

COLLABORATION
Moved: A. Ursel Seconded: Valentine

DISCUSSION

Ursel provides an overview of the tri-campus governance issue. States that student
representation on Scarborough and University of Toronto Mississauga are being
diminished. States that there is a review coming up in a year, and that we would like to
continue to work with everyone to lobby for better representation.

Fishman states he is in opposition. States that he is an undergrad on Governing
Council. States that he is in favour of increased student representation on governance
were it possible. States that the proposal doesn’t simply argue for increased
representation, but for ex-officio student seats on Governing Council. States that the
motion is blatantly undemocratic. States that tri-campus governance is important to
students unions, they should be more democratic in the process.

Sajjad states that the work done in the coalition has been to ask for ex-officio non-
voting seats. States we represent students, and going from 64 to three or four seats is
wrong, and we should be fighting for greater democracy at UofT. states that students
are chief stakeholders in this issue.

Prammanick states that we need people serving on college councils who are aware of
issues on campus, and that students’ union representatives are well equipped to
represent students on university governance.

Galvez states that she was on Governing Council when this motion was raised there.
States that the motion wasn’t approved because there was not enough consultation
with parties involved. The composition of the University of Toronto Mississauga and
University of Toronto Scarborough councils was not approved. There were not enough
people representing stakeholders on campus, including students in this proposal the
motion was approved in principle but not the composition.

MOTION TO EXTEND THE SPEAKERS’ LIST
Moved: Harfouche Seconded: Din
DEFEATED

MAIN MOTION CARRIED

MOTION TO CAMPAIGN FOR THE INCLUSION OF INTERNATIONAL

STUDENT REPRESENTATIVES ON GOVERNING COUNCIL
Moved: M. Ali Saeed Seconded: M. Umer Saeed

DISCUSSION
Saeed states that the policy is xenophobic and should be voted down.
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2013 SGM - 13:
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Flynn states that to sit on the Governing Council and to understand university
governance, one must be a Canadian citizen.

Sajjad states that not including international students is xenophobic and we should be
allowing international students to be representatives, especially as the university seeks
international students. We need to open the act, as it is outdated and we should all
look into why international students are not included as representatives.

Tavoosi states she is in favour of the motion. States that its not just international
students who can'’t run, those who are domestic students do not have citizenship.
States that it is discriminatory because the government is slow in processing
citizenship applications.

Pramannick states that international students have a huge role to play in life at UofT.
States that seeing as the motion was passed in 1971, it is outdated and encourages
members to pass the motion.

CARRIED

MOTION TO REDUCE GM PROXIES TO A MAXIMIUM OF FIVE
Moved: J. Ding Seconded: C. Scott

DISCUSSION

Coleman states that the reason behind this is that the proxy system is not being used
properly. States that the point of the proxy system is for accessibility, not for political
reasons. States that the simplest solution was to cut the number in half, which reduces
the ability to abuse the proxy system.

Gomes states that he values the thought behind the amendment, but that it makes the
proxy system worse rather than better. States that there are many students who
cannot attend, and by reducing the number of proxies it reduces the students who
have voices in these meetings. States that voices should not be limited.

Kendall states that at the AGM and the agenda was voted down by 2000 votes, though
only 237 people were in room. States that members should attend only to represent
themselves, because members can’t share same views.

Chauvin-Smith states that the impetus behind the motion is that there is an abuse of
the proxy system at times. States he opposes the motion because it reduces the
potential for representation. States there is no space to hold all of our members so that
everyone can have a voice. He states that there is a need to balance the potential for
abuse and the need for representation. He states that other means of limiting abuse
should be considered and that he is against the motion.

MOTION TO EXTEND DEBATE BY FIVE MINUTES
Moved: Cowan Seconded: Anderson

DEFEATED

MAIN MOTION DEFEATED
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2013 SGM - 14: MOTION TO REDUCE REQUIRED NOMINATIONS FOR CANDIDACY
10 minutes Moved: J. Ding Seconded: C. Scott

DISCUSSION

Greene states that he presented the motion to the Board of Directors, and that the
Board of Directors supported it. States that the 200 nominations is a barrier to many
students. The nomination process should be accessible. Other political campaigns
require 100 nominations.

MOTION TO CALL THE QUESTION
Moved: Robinson Seconded: Saeed
DEFEATED

MAIN MOTION CARRIED

2013 SGM - 15: MOTION TO CREATE AN ANTI-WAR COALITION
10 minutes Moved: K. Ball Seconded: Sedaghat

DISCUSSION

Sajjad states that history shows that students are leaders of change internationally.
States that government spending on military is much more than education, and that we
should be telling our government to prioritize education over military interests.

Boutillier states there are problems with the motion. States that the criticism that
Canada is spending too much on military is wrong. He states spending has been cut.
States that Canada spends less than the United States and that the government has
cancelled the F35 jets program. States that we need both military and education, and
that he thinks the motion is very one-sided.

Smith states that the government only stopped pursuing the fighter jets after public
outcry. States that students are at the forefront of the fight for political democracy in
the Middle East, they were in the forefront of anti-war movements, and the civil rights
movement.

Korffman states that students have a tremendous influence in politics. He states that
taxes are like student society fees, and students shouldn’t be engaged in this through
their union. States that clubs funding should be allocated to clubs who deal with this
issue.

Tavoosi states she is in favour of the motion. States that if there is a war, all of us will
be involved. Personal is political, and that members need to remember that this issue
involves all of us. States that government needs to prioritize education.

Lu states that students unions are not the best place for this voice to come from. He
stats that the best mechanism to advocate is through political action groups. States
motion is ambiguous, and not based on empirical evidence. States that it doesn’t
connect to the mandate of the students union. He states that there is no tangible plan
of action for this motion.

MOTION TO EXTEND DEBATE BY FOUR MINUTES
Moved: Atchison Seconded: Morgenstern
DEFEATED
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10 minutes

MAIN MOTION CARRIED

MOTION TO REVEAL THE VOTE COUNT OF MOTION 2013 SGM - 15
Moved: Korffman Seconded: Langille

CARRIED
2013 SGM - 15 VOTE COUNT: 520 IN FAVOUR, 470 OPPOSED

MOTION TO IMPLEMENT ELECTORAL REFORM RECOMMENDATIONS
Moved: B. Dionne Seconded: Greene

DISCUSSION

Dionne states that the declaration has been supported by many college societies, and
lists the supporters. Provides an overview of the recommendations. States that he
wants it to be passed before the next election period.

MOTION TO AMEND
Moved: Robinson Seconded: Moore

Be it resolved that the special general meeting of feb 5, 2013 strongly recommends
that the union adopt a system of online voting in time for the coming election.

Be it further resolved that that the other recommendations of the non-partisan be
further studied by the union.

DISCUSSION
Robinson states that the evidence for online voting is not as strong as it could be, but
not that strong against.

Scott states that the UTSU is conducting a study of common practices. He states that
UofT doesn’t have a great record of online voting. He states that there are lots of
reasons for concern with online voting. He states that the system is less transparent,
as individuals will require technical qualifications to adequately scrutinize the vote. He
states that such a system is more open to tampering because it is accessible
anywhere. He states that other students’ unions, including student societies at UofT
have experienced difficulty with online voting. He states that the consequences could
be costly.

Gomes states that he is upset that the executive has been against looking into online
voting. He states that our tuition is taken care of online, as is banking. He states that
voting is the same thing. He states that it will help make elections more accessible,
and taking away his right to vote is undemocratic.

MOTION TO CALL THE AMENDMENT TO QUESTION
Moved: Sharouf Seconded: Sumra
CARRIED

MOTION TO AMEND CARRIED
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Tavoosi states that online voting may increase accessibility, but also raises security
concerns, including interference from the university administration. She states that the
provincial and federal governments are not yet ready to move to online voting so we
cannot do so, either.

MOTION TO EXTEND DEBATE BY TEN MINUTES
Moved: Qidway Seconded: Chauvin-Smith
CARRIED

Chair states that quorum has been lost.

MOTION TO RECESS FOR 20 MINUTES
Moved: Maharaj Seconded Giovanni
DEFEATED

MOTION TO RECESS FOR 10 MINUTES
Moved: Harfouche Seconded Cole
CARRIED

The meeting is recessed at 22:06.

The meeting is called to order at 22:21.

MOTION TO ADJOURN
Moved: Baig Seconded: Farah
DEFEATED

MOTION TO ADJOURN TO RECOVENE ON FEBRUARY12, 2013 AT
18:30.
Moved: Dionne Seconded: Cole

MOTION TO AMEND

Moved: Korffman Seconded: Cowan

Be it resolved that the room to which the general meeting reconvenes is a room that is
the same size or larger.

MOTION TO CALL THE AMENDMENT TO QUESTION
Moved: Harfouche Seconded:Cowan.

CALL TO QUESTION CARRIED
AMENDMENT CARRIED
MAIN MOTION CARRIED

The meeting is adjourned at 22:39.
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CALL TO ORDER
The meeting is called to order at 18:09.

2013 SGM -16: MOTION TO IMPLEMENT ELECTORAL REFORM RECOMMENDATIONS

10 minutes

DISCUSSION (CONTINUED)

Buttrey states that the Election’s process will be improved. He states that last Saturday
was the last day to propose any changes to election. He states that the Elections and
Referenda Committee has rewritten the election procedures and explains the new
amendments to the election process. He states that the Elections and Referenda
Committee has discussed the rights of the CRO and and states that the Committee will
continue to work hard to improve the election process and wishes to receive feedback.

Greene states that he is glad that changes have been made. He also states that he
wants to look at online voting. He states that voting.utoronto.ca is available. He states
that those opposed to him claim is that the university will rig the election. He states
that this is to hide corruption and lies from his opposition.

The Chair requests that speakers refrain from accusatory language.

Henry states that other students’ unions have experienced costly difficulties with online
elections. She states that the University of British Columbia, Alberta, London
Metropolitan University of Essex and others that have faced problems with an online
voting system. She states that aside concerns of fairness and transparency, there has
been no evidence of corruption in the current system used by the UTSU.

Maharaj states that this is an issue of security. He states that the question is about
whether or not it is possible to build a secure an online voting system. He estimates
that over 50 per cent of Canadians use online banking. He states that this proves that
the electorate will trust online voting.

Scott states that the online banking technology are inherently meant to track user
activity. This means that all activity is necessarily tracked, whether problematic or
legitimate, so that any activity can be traced to its source. He states that voting is
meant to be a secret system. Votes are not to be tracked to allow for a secret ballot.
Any attempt to track votes is problematic. He also states that Elections Canada
provides the UTSU with the balloting materials and that scrutineers can observe each
part of the process. He states that there are not technical requirements needed to
ensure that a fair vote has taken place with a paper ballot, unlike an online system.

Su states the concern of traceability is a hypothetical problem. He states that the
University of Toronto’s online system cannot trace votes. He states that if students
trust the University of Toronto with their tuition fees, they should trust the university’s
online voting system.

Andrew R from UTM states a point of personal privilege — can’t hear due to technical
difficulties

Chair states that the current debate at hand has passed the 10 minute threshold.

MOTION TO EXTEND DEBATE BY TEN MINUTES
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Moved: Brown Seconded: Lunianga
DEFEATED

IN FAVOUR: 575
OPPOSED: 567

MAIN MOTION CARRIED

MOTION TO ADJOURN TO RECONVENE ON TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 26, 2013.
Moved: Korffman Seconded: Langille

DISCUSSION

M. Tavoosi asks for clarification on what would happen if the meeting was to adjourn without a
resolution to reconvene.

The Chair explains that if adjourned the motions are renewable at commission or board meetings.
N. Baig states that these motions can be brought up at commission meetings.

DEFEATED

MOTION TO ADJOURN
Moved: A. Saeed Seconded: Robinson

CARRIED
The meeting adjourns at 19:23.



