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UTSU Statement RE: Solidarity with Students of Bangladesh

The University of Toronto Students’ Union (UTSU) stands in solidarity with the
students of Bangladesh who have been met with harsh and unjust police violence
for exercising their right to protest. We deeply condemn the escalating violence, that
as of July 23rd, 2024, has resulted in at least 174 people dead!a number which is
likely higher due to communication blackouts across the country.

We commend the students of Bangladesh, who in the wake of excessive state
violence continue to fight for their rights, and we stand in solidarity with all those
impacted, including members of the Bangladeshi diaspora and students on our
campus who have family and friends in the region. We recognize that limits on
communication within and outside the country impact their ability to know if their
loved ones are safe, and the toll this has on mental health and wellbeing. As
students, we deeply understand the importance of merit-based systems and stand
with the students of Bangladesh in their fight for equity and justice in education.

We encourage those needing support to access the resources listed below.

If you are in need of academic support, please contact your respective
college/faculty registrar/academic advisor.

If you have any questions or concerns, please contact communications@utsu.ca

Resources

https.//www.studentcare.ca/rte/en/IHaveAPlan_UTSU_EmpowerMe_EmpowerMe University
of Toronto Students' Union Health Plan - Empower Me (confidential mental health and
wellness service available 24/7, 365 days a year)

https://mentalhealth.utoronto.ca/telus-health-student-support/ U of T Telus Health Student
Support provides students with real-time and/or appointment-based confidential, 24-hour
support for any school, health, or general life concern at no cost to you.

https://studentlife.utoronto.ca/directory-of-chaplains/

https://good2talk.ca/

https://stellasplace.ca/ Free mental health services to young adults ages 16 to 29 in Toronto,
including peer support, clinical, employment, wellness and recovery programs.

1- https://www.cbsnews.com/news/bangladesh-news-protests-deaths-mass-arrests-job-quotas/
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