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2026 UTSU ELECTIONS
NOMINATION PACKAGE

Directors-at-Large & Executives

Student Commons
230 College Street
Toronto ON M5T 1R2

Visit UTSU's website at https://www.utsu.ca/elections/

Contact Information

The Elections & Referenda Committee is a committee of the UTSU Board of
Directors that runs the UTSU Election. The day-to-day operation of the election
is the responsibility of the Chief Returning Officer (CRO).

For UTSU Elections questions or concerns, contact the Chief Returning Officer

at cro@utsu.ca.
Request for Accommodation

Should accommodation be required during the elections process,
please contact the Chief Returning Officer at cro@utsu.ca.

Respectfully,

Kyle Ross
Chief Returning Officer


https://www.utsu.ca/elections/
mailto:cro@utsu.ca
mailto:cro@utsu.ca
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NOTE:
All times listed in Eastern Standard Time (EST).

Read nomination package thoroughly to understand key dates, contacts,
and election details.



Election Schedule

NOMINATION PERIOD
Opens: Monday, April 13, 2026 at 9:00am
Closes: Friday, April 17, 2026 at 5:00pm

SILENT PERIOD
Begins: Friday, April 17, 2026 at 5:01pm
Ends: Monday, April 20, 2026 at 8:59am

ALL-CANDIDATES MEETING
Held Online: Saturday, April 18, 2026 at 4:00pm

CAMPAIGNING PERIOD
Opens: Monday, April 20, 2026 at 9:00am
Closes: Friday, April 24, 2026 at 5:00pm

VOTING PERIOD
Opens: Tuesday, April 21, 2026 at 9:00am
Closes: Friday, April 24, 2026 at 5:00pm

OFFICIAL ANNOUNCEMENT OF ELECTION RESULTS
Announced: Wednesday, April 29, 2026 at 5:00pm

NOTE:

Dates and times are subject to change.
All changes will be promptly posted on UTSU website at www.utsu.ca.


http://www.utsu.ca

Election Vacancies

POSITION SEATS AVAILABLE
Vice-President, Professional Faculties 1
Board Members-at-Large 1

Job Descriptions for Each Position

Job descriptions are comprehensive documents that specify the
primary responsibilities and compensation for each open position, and
delineates the accountability standards associated with a position.

Job descriptions are available on the official UTSU welbsite at:

https://www.utsu.ca/elections/

Candidates must affirm their ability to fulfill each requirement of the
position, including complete engagement in training.

By submitting a declaration of intent to run for election, an individual
acknowledges that they have thoroughly reviewed the position's job
description and fully understands the expectations important to the
position they wish to pursue.


https://www.utsu.ca/elections/

Candidate Eligibility Guidelines

A valid candidate must be a member of the University of Toronto
Students’ Union as outlined in the UTSU Bylaws. The requirements can
be found in Article 1 - Members of the Bylaws.

With occasional exceptions, UTSU Members are full-time University of
Toronto St. George campus undergraduate students.

Students can confirm their UTSU membership eligibility on their
ACORN account, where they can see that UTSU incidental fees are paid.

To become an eligible candidate, nominees must:

1.

Complete the EL-1: Declaration of Intent to Run for Office

Submit the online form, EL-1: Declaration of Intent to Run for Office
so that the CRO may confirm eligibility requirements are met. The
CRO will then forward instructions on how to collect nomination
signatures. Each individual is permitted to run for one (1) position.

Receive Nominations using the EL-2: Nomination Form

Once candidacy eligibility is confirmed, an individual may circulate
the EL-2: Nomination Form to other UTSU members for them to fill
out. 25 nominations from other UTSU members are required to
become a candidate.

Completed Nomination Forms with signatures must be submitted
to the CRO office by the close of the nomination period.

It is recommended to obtain more signatures than the minimum
requirement, as each nominator must be verified as a full-time
undergraduate student member who has paid UTSU fees in the
appropriate constituency. If any nominator is found to be invalid, the
extra signatures are then taken into account.

The Office of the Chief Returning Officer conducts daily reviews of
nomination signatures and will promptly inform a nominee once
they have secured sufficient nominations to officially enter the
race.

A Candidate Profile Information Form will be sent at this time and
should be completed and returned promptly.


https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1A1yqxpSbCClkzqTkTfSUfENVeqUjV27QgxYD8ciVwX8/edit
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/13g9OOuivAyQfGRG1hll77vPDeZMQOHirrjet1xd1cS0/edit

3. Attend All-Candidates Meeting (Online)

The All-Candidates Meeting takes place online on the date posted
in the Elections Schedule. The link to the online meeting will be sent
to each successful candidate or a proxy for the candidate.

Important topics addressed at the All Candidates Meeting include a
review of the Election & Referenda Code (ERC), the Elections
Schedule, and the duties and functions of election officials. Members
of the UTSU Elections & Referenda Committee will be available to
answer questions about the election process and ballot
administration.

To be eligible to run in the UTSU Election, a candidate must:

a. Attend the All-Candidates Meeting in its entirety; or

b. Send a proxy to attend the All-Candidates Meeting on the
candidate’s behalf for the entirety of the meeting; or

c. Contact the CRO to make appropriate arrangements at least 24
hours prior to the All Candidates Meeting.

Appoint a Proxy for All-Candidates Meeting

A candidate who is unable to attend the All-Candidates Meeting
may appoint an authorized representative or “proxy” to attend on
their behalf. This is done by filling out and submitting the: EL-3:
Appoint Proxy: All-Candidates Meeting Form.

Prior Arrangements with CRO

If a candidate or proxy is unable to attend, appropriate arrangements
must be made with the CRO in advance (at least 24 hours) of the
All-Candidates Meeting.

A candidate or proxy who fails to attend the meeting or make prior
arrangements with the CRO will be disqualified.

EL-4: Confirmation of Attendance Form

As attendance for the entire All Candidates Meeting is mandatory,
an EL-4: Confirmation of Attendance Form will be given to a
candidate or proxy at the end of the meeting for their signature to
confirm their attendance.



https://www.utsu.ca/wp-content/uploads/2026/02/EL-3-Appoint-Proxy-All-Candidates-Meeting-Form-UTSU-Elections-2026.pdf
https://www.utsu.ca/wp-content/uploads/2026/02/EL-3-Appoint-Proxy-All-Candidates-Meeting-Form-UTSU-Elections-2026.pdf
https://www.utsu.ca/wp-content/uploads/2026/02/EL-4-All-Candidates-Meeting-Declaration-Form-UTSU-Elections-2026.pdf

Candidate Statement

Each successful candidate must complete the Candidate Profile
Information Form containing the necessary information needed for the
upcoming election. The deadline to submit the Candidate Profile
Information Form is by Monday April 20 at 8:59 am.

This form includes submitting a Candidate Statement to let eligible
voters know more about them, why they wish to run for the position,
and why they deserve to hold the position. Candidate Statement must
be a minimum of 100 characters in length, up to a maximum of 750
characters in length.

At the start of the Campaign Period, all statements are made equally
available to UTSU members eligible to vote in the election by being
posted on the UTSU website, www.utsu.ca.

NOTE:

e A candidate may choose not to submit a statement.

e Submissions will be posted exactly as received. Double-check all
spelling and grammar, as the UTSU assumes no responsibility for
any errors.

e The CRO reviews all statements and reserves the right not to post
any statement that is deemed to be factually incorrect. Only
changes required by the CRO are permitted.

e A late submission may result in a statement not being posted.


https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfAaoxgHU3RLA4O3pHTfaSgC6dTjaUo-FwB49keLsaeB__ZSw/viewform?usp=sharing&ouid=104847069881946104818
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfAaoxgHU3RLA4O3pHTfaSgC6dTjaUo-FwB49keLsaeB__ZSw/viewform?usp=sharing&ouid=104847069881946104818
http://www.utsu.ca

Campaigning

The Elections & Referenda Code defines campaigning as:

“any conduct of and/or attempt by a Candidate, Advocacy
Committee, or individual or organizational supporters to encourage
a voter to cast a ballot in favour or in opposition of a candidate or
Referendum. This includes, but is not limited to, the dissemination
of any form of promotional materials, content, or petitions that are
not solely for nominations.”

This may therefore include social media posts, flyers, posters, public
statements, speeches, emails, or websites.

Pre-Campaigning is Prohibited

It is a violation of the Elections Procedure Code to campaign before the
opening of the campaign period. A substantial penalty, up to and
including disqualification, will be levied on any candidate who
pre-campaigns.

Campaign Finances

Campaign expense spending limits, financial record collection, and
reporting are detailed in Section ERC-005 of the Elections & Referenda
Code. It is the responsibility of candidates to ensure they are compliant
with the provisions of the ERC.

Spending Limits

The campaign expense spending limit for Vice-President Professional
Faculties candidates is $500.00 CDN.

The campaign expense spending limit for Director-at-Large
candidates is $200.00 CDN.

Request Reimbursement of Election Expenses

To request reimbursement for election-related expenses, submit an
EL-5: Financial Report & Requisition Reimbursement Form to the
CRO at cro@utsu.ca, following the spending limits per position.

Submit a receipt for each item on the request, including the date,
supplier, purpose/item, and the amount, as proof of payment.

Candidates without reimbursable expenses must complete the EL-5
form attesting they had no expenses and send it to the CRO at
cro@utsu.ca.



https://www.utsu.ca/wp-content/uploads/2026/02/EL-5-Financial-Report-Reimbursements-Form-UTSU-Elections-2026.pdf
mailto:cro@utsu.ca
mailto:cro@utsu.ca

Elections Complaints

Information on the penalties for election violations can be found in the
Elections and Referenda Code.

Using the EL-6-UTSU Elections Complaint Form on the UTSU website,
UTSU members can submit complaints to the CRO for Elections &
Referenda Code (ERC) violations. Complaints should include complete
details about a violation and reference any specific code sections a
candidate or their campaign may have violated.

Per the ERC, complaints may not be anonymous. Depending on the
nature of the complaint, complainant information may need to be
shared with the candidate.

Frivolous, vexatious, or baseless complaints are not permitted. All
complaints must include proof. Any candidates found submitting
such complaints may be issued demerits, per the ERC guidelines.

Complaint Guidelines

1. No complaints shall be received any later than 24 hours following
the close of the voting period.

2. Once received, the Chief Returning Officer shall have 48 hours to
consider the complaint and prepare a response. The CRO shall
deliver a written ruling to the candidate and complainant.

3. Ifthe complaint is verified and demerit points are assigned, the
ruling will be posted on the UTSU website.

Submitting an Appeal

Following a CRO ruling, a complainant or candidate has 24 hours to
appeal the CRO's decision by emailing the Elections & Referenda
Committee at erc@utsu.ca.

Appeals must provide an explanation as to why it is believed a ruling by
the CRO was incorrect, as well as a desired outcome or remedly.

The Elections & Referenda Committee has 48 hours to review an appeal
and inform both the complainant and the candidate of its decision. The
appeal results will be posted on the UTSU website.


https://forms.gle/TqYLCNQ6Jrd8x4hVA
mailto:erc@utsu.ca

Election Resources

Governance Documents

Elections at the University of Toronto Students' Union are conducted in
accordance with the following:

UTSU Bylaws & Governing Documents including the Election &
Referenda Code (ERC)

Web Resources

UTSU Election information and resources are updated annually and
posted on the official University of Toronto Students Union website,
www.utsu.ca, specifically on the:

Elections & Referenda Page

Important Documents

Candidate Profile Information Form

Election Forms

EL-1: Declaration of Intent to Run for Office EL-1 Form
EL-2: Nomination Form EL-2 Form
EL-3: Appoint Proxy: All-Candidates Meeting Form EL-3 PDF
EL-4: All Candidates Meeting Declaration Form EL-4 PDF
EL-5: Financial Report/Reimbursement Requisition EL-5 PDF

EL-6: Elections Complaint Form EL-6 Form


https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fo/tx8mghja86bie75gpmuq6/AOc00MWkNU91LWOXw9oKjpA?rlkey=9u1wl07m2jq8kxt60d7sh7828&e=1&st=l2ak8uvw&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fo/tx8mghja86bie75gpmuq6/AOc00MWkNU91LWOXw9oKjpA?rlkey=9u1wl07m2jq8kxt60d7sh7828&e=1&st=l2ak8uvw&dl=0
http://www.utsu.ca
https://www.utsu.ca/elections-referenda/#
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfAaoxgHU3RLA4O3pHTfaSgC6dTjaUo-FwB49keLsaeB__ZSw/viewform?usp=sharing&ouid=104847069881946104818
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSccvOt7N6BOUE6IjYMk-dW5h56k_T7TI2PTsQBVYsbLwEB1NQ/viewform?usp=sharing&ouid=104847069881946104818
https://forms.gle/bzj9MghS1oMoL5MJ8
https://www.utsu.ca/wp-content/uploads/2026/02/EL-3-Appoint-Proxy-All-Candidates-Meeting-Form-UTSU-Elections-2026.pdf
https://www.utsu.ca/wp-content/uploads/2026/02/EL-4-All-Candidates-Meeting-Declaration-Form-UTSU-Elections-2026.pdf
https://www.utsu.ca/wp-content/uploads/2026/02/EL-5-Financial-Report-Reimbursements-Form-UTSU-Elections-2026.pdf
https://forms.gle/TqYLCNQ6Jrd8x4hVA
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