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Introduction

On October 26th, 2026, Ontarians will go vote for a mayor, school board trustees and
25 city councillors for the 2026-2030 cycle. These elections shape decisions that affect
students every day, from housing affordability, public transit, climate policy,
healthcare, community safety, and economic opportunity.

Voting is one of the most direct ways to participate in public life and help shape the
future of your community. Regardless of your political views, being informed about
the issues and candidates is an important part of democratic engagement.

The University of Toronto Students’ Union has assembled the following guide to
encourage students to exercise their civic duty by voting in the fall election. This guide
is designed to help students understand the election, key issues, voting eligibility
requirements, and available resources. We encourage all eligible students to exercise
their right to vote and make their voices heard.
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Student Guide to Ontario Municipal Elections

Municipal elections are often the level of government closest to students’ day-to-day
decisions. Decisions about housing, public transit, road safety, recreation, libraries,
local services, and community planning are made by municipal governments. Unlike
provincial and federal elections, municipal elections in Ontario are generally
non-partisan. Candidates run as individuals rather than under political party banners.

Why Should Students Vote in Municipal Elections?

Municipal governments make decisions that directly affect student life, including:

e Housing and affordability: decisions that influence rent costs and student
housing options

e Public transit: routes, schedules, and fares that affect how students get to
class, work, and social activities

e Road and pedestrian safety

e Parks and recreation

e Climate and sustainability initiatives: local initiatives that shape the future
environment students will live, study, and work in

e Local economic development: decisions that support work opportunities for
students

What positions do you vote for in a municipal election?

The positions on your ballot depend on where you live, but voters typically elect:

e A Mayor (or Head of Council)
e Local Councillors
e School Board Trustees

Some municipalities may also include local referendum questions or other matters
on the ballot.

Am | eligible to vote?
You can vote in an Ontario municipal election if;
e You are a Canadian citizen;
e You are at least 18 years old on voting day; and

e You qualify to vote in the municipality as a resident, property owner, tenant, or
the spouse of a property owner or tenant.

What if | live outside of the City of Toronto)?

You vote in the municipality where you live. If you attend school in one
municipality but consider another municipality to be your permanent home,
special rules allow you to vote in both locations. Ontario municipal election law
provides students with additional flexibility regarding residency while
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studying. They are eligible to vote both in their school municipality and in their
home municipality if they intend to return home when their studies are
complete.

When Can | Vote?

Municipal elections in Ontario are held every four years. The next province-wide
municipal election is scheduled for Monday, October 26, 2026. Municipalities may
also offer advance voting opportunities, vote-by-mail, or online voting depending on
local rules.

Where Can | Vote?

Voting locations are determined by your municipality and are usually based on your
residential address. Polling places are commonly located in schools, community
centres, libraries, and municipal buildings.

Your municipality’s election website will provide the most up-to-date information for
voting locations and hours.

Do | Need to Register in Advance?

Not necessarily. Being on the voters' list makes voting quicker and easier, but if your
name is missing, you can generally update your information or be added to the
voters' list through your municipality before voting. Ontario’s voters list is maintained
using information about elections from Elections Ontario.

How do | add my Name to the Voters’ List?
In order to update, add or remove your information to the voters' list, go here.

What do | Need to Bring with me to Vote?

When voting in person, you will need identification that shows your name and
address. Photo identification is not required. Examples include:

e Ontario drivers' licence
e |ease or rental agreement
e Utility bill

What Now?

Now that you know how to vote, take the next step: go vote in your municipal
election! Learn about the candidates, understand the issues that matter to you, and
make a plan to cast your ballot.

Have questions about the election, the candidates, or this How to Vote Guide, we
want to hear from you. Share your feedback or get in touch by emailing
vppublicuniversitaffairs@utsu.ca.
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